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GEAUGA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 14, 2017 

 

The February 14, 2017 regular meeting of the Geauga County Planning Commission to order at 

7:30 a.m. at 470 Center Street, Building 1-C, City of Chardon.  Following the pledge of 

allegiance, the roll was called and the following members were present.  A quorum was obtained. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Members Present:  Timothy Lennon, Caterina Cocca-Fulton, Chester Miller, Charles Stevens, 

Cathy Cotman, Thomas Jones, Walter Claypool, and Tracy Engle.  Note:  Ralph Spidalieri 

arrived late at approximately 8:25 a.m. 

 

Members Absent:  Brittany Gaeta. 

 

Staff Present:  David C. Dietrich (Planning Director) and Karen Baptie (Planning Technician). 

 

Others Present:  Diane Jones, Anita Stocker, and Kelly Conrad. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Mr. Engle asked that minutes of the January 9, 2017 meeting be amended to reflect that Natalie 

Engle was present.  Mr. Claypool made a motion to approve the minutes for the January 9, 2017 

regular meeting of the County Planning Commission as amended.  Mrs. Cocca-Fulton seconded 

the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

A brief discussion was held regarding the starting time for future meetings. 

 

Financial Report and Approval of Expenses 

 

Mrs. Baptie presented the financial report and summary of expenses as of February 14, 2017 

marked Exhibit “A” totaling $938.18.   

 

Mr. Claypool made a motion to approve the financial report and the summary of expenses as of 

February 14, 2017 marked Exhibit “A” totaling $938.18.  Mr. Lennon seconded the motion, and 

upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Director’s Report  

 

There was none. 

 

Other Business 

 

There was none. 
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Major Subdivisions to be Reviewed 

 

There were none. 

 

Township Zoning Amendments to be Reviewed 

 

A. Parkman Township Zoning Amendment No. 2017-01 

 Initiated January 24, 2017 

 

Mr. Dietrich presented the following review. 

 

INITIATED BY:  Parkman Township Zoning Commission. 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT:  To amend the text of the Parkman Township Zoning Resolution 

Article II Definitions, Section 201.0 Words and Terms Defined.  Additionally, Article IV District 

Regulations, Section 402.2 Permitted Accessory Buildings, Structures, and Uses, Paragraph J 

Home Occupations. 

 

REVIEW:  The proposed text follows:  [Note:  New text is highlighted in bold italics and 

underlined]: 

 

ARTICLE II DEFINITIONS 

 

201.0 Words and Terms Defined 

 

Words and terms used in this resolution shall be defined as follows: 

 

“Massage Therapy” means the treatment of disorders, by a licensed 

massage therapist, of the human body by the manipulation of soft tissue 

through the systematic external application of massage techniques 

including touch, stroking, friction, vibration, percussion, kneading, 

stretching, compression, and joint movements within the normal 

physiologic range of motion; and adjunctive thereto, the external 

application of water, heat, cold, topical preparations, and mechanical 

devices. 

 

Comment:  This definition is based on OAC 4731-1-05(A). 

 

ARTICLE IV DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

 

402.0 R-1 Residential District 

 

402.2 Permitted Accessory Buildings, Structures, and Uses (which are on 

the same lot with and incidental or subordinate to the principal 

permitted building, structure, or use). 

 

J. Home Occupations 
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1. Home occupations shall be limited to the following: 

 

38. Massage Therapist holding a valid license issued by the Ohio State 

Medical Board under chapter 4731 of the Ohio Revised Code, to 

conduct massage therapy. 

 

Comment: This use is being added to the list of permitted home occupations in the residential 

zone. 

 

This amendment has been reviewed by the County Prosecutor’s office. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  The Planning Commission should recommend approval of proposed 

Parkman Township Zoning Amendment No. 2017-01 initiated January 24, 2017 by the Zoning 

Commission. 

 

Mr. Engle made a motion to recommend approval of proposed Parkman Township Zoning 

Amendment No. 2017-01 as initiated on January 24, 2017 by the Zoning Commission.  Mr. 

Claypool seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Claypool made a motion to reinstate the Model Township Zoning Resolution on the County 

Planning Commission’s website.  Mr. Jones seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, 

the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Claypool:  Lists of uses in zoning resolutions are difficult to defend.  We should have the 

County Prosecutor’s Office here to discuss the impacts of lists. 

 

Mrs. Cotman:  Cited R.C. 519.02 and an examination of the fundamental level of authority to 

zone.  Maybe we need a training class on our authority by the County Prosecutor’s Office or go 

out to a law firm. 

 

Mr. Claypool:  I am not speaking as an attorney.  What kind of planning organization do we 

want?  Establish guidelines.  Establish a leadership role for our townships.  Solidify a plan. 

 

Mrs. Cocca-Fulton made a motion to invite our Assistant County Prosecuting Attorney or the 

County Prosecutor, whoever is available, to discuss general planning for the county and lists of 

uses in township zoning resolutions and the legal ramifications.  Mr. Jones seconded the motion, 

and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Correspondence 

 

There was none. 

 

Old Business 

 

There was none. 
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New Business 

 

A. Presentation by Anita Stocker and Kelly Conrad  

 Community and Economic Development Department 

 

The following presentation was offered by Anita Stocker, Community and Economic 

Development Director and Kelly Conrad with her staff. 
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Discussion followed regarding various matters relating to economic development, the role of the 

County Planning Commission, and interaction between the Planning Commission staff and the 

Community and Economic Development Department staff. 

 

Mr. Spidalieri:  We need to have the County Prosecutor’s Office attendance at a meeting.  A 

marketing strategy should be undertaken relative to economic development matters.  If people 

have jobs, a lot of our problems would go away.  We should be positioning ourselves in a more 

positive manner.  If we were in business, we would be bankrupt.  Outreach to the Amish 

community is needed.  They are leaving our county.   Our county website should be addressed 

and updated.    

 

B. Charles Stevens:  Funding Request 

 

Chairman Stevens discussed a potential budget request for 2017 and 2018 to address certain 

planning related matters.  A presentation by the Planning Director at the next regular meeting 

was suggested.  Then, the discussion with the County Prosecutor’s Office per the foregoing 

motion would be addressed at our April meeting.  At a future meeting, training for zoning 

commissions may be examined.   

 






